
College Application 
Process

A Virtual Academy Hosted by Triangle Public Charter 
Schools’ College Counseling Department



Welcome & Introductions
Mr. Saunders: Triad College Counselor

Ms. Bell: Triad College Counselor

Mrs. Jackson: Triangle College Counselor

Ms. Van Doren: Triangle College Counselor  

Mrs. Favreau: Student Services Director - TMSA Public 
Charter Schools



Agenda
1. Timelines
2. Naviance
3. CommonApp & Coalition for 

College
4. Other things to start planning 

for
5. Q & A



Parts of the Application Process
1. Research to make a list of colleges - matches, reaches, and safeties 

should all be included
2. Reach out to teachers to politely request teacher recommendations - 

these should be teachers you have a strong rapport with
3. Create and start completing a Common App and/or Coalition 

Application 
4. Draft your essay
5. Finalize your application & essays in time for the deadlines
6. Use Naviance to request teacher recommendations and transcripts 

sent to the colleges you are applying to
7. Complete the FAFSA for financial aid
8. Complete scholarship searches
9. Compare aid packages & make your decision!



Timelines
Early Decision, Early Action, Regular Decision & Rolling 

Admissions



Early Decision Vs. Early Action

Early Decision

• Students can only apply to 1 school 
early decision.

• Students will have an early application 
deadline & receive their decision much 
earlier than the regular deadline. 

• In some cases, students have a better 
chance at acceptance.

• If accepted, the decision is binding. 
• All other applications would need to be 

withdrawn.
• This option is for students who are 

100% sure of their top choice school. 

Early Action

• Many colleges offer this option.
• Students will have an early application 

deadline & receive their decision much 
earlier than the regular deadline. 

• This option does not increase the 
chance of being accepted. 

• If accepted, the decision is not binding.
• Students can apply early action to 

multiple schools. 
• No applications need to be withdrawn 

if students are accepted. 





Regular Decision

This is the traditional timeline for college applications. Students apply in time for the regular 
deadline (often in January or February), and they receive their decision by April 1. 

These are reasons why students may apply regular decision:

● More time to attempt to raise GPA through semester classes or dual enrollment classes
● More time to retake standardized tests (ACT, SAT)
● More time to complete the applications
● Schools are not of the highest interest for the student



Rolling Admissions
Students can apply to schools with rolling admission at any time. Schools with rolling 
admissions typically review applications consistently throughout the year, and decisions 
are typically received within 6 to 8 weeks.

Info. from Niche



SAT/ACT



SAT/ACT

Traditionally, this is a time when seniors begin retaking the 
SAT/ACT to raise their score. Given the situation with COVID-19, 
many postsecondary institutions are choosing to go 
“test-optional.” This means that the SAT/ACT scores are not 
required to be reported. At this time, over 1,450 colleges are 
choosing this option. You can view the list here. The counseling 
team still encourages the continuation of preparation for these 
exams, as well as registration if there is a safe option for taking 
the exams.

https://www.nacacnet.org/news--publications/newsroom/test-optional-means-test-optional/


SAT/ACT Covid Updates

Here are resources for updates as they relate to Covid-19:

SAT

ACT

https://pages.collegeboard.org/sat-covid-19-updates
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/covid-19.html


Naviance



Naviance
Naviance is a software tool that all high school students at TMSA 
Public Charter Schools have access to. It can be used for college 
and career research, resume building, and much more.

We will use Naviance for all transcript requests, teacher 
recommendation requests, and more. Naviance also syncs with 
the CommonApp. 

Please be on the lookout for another live session on Naviance in 
the next few weeks!



Common App & Coalition 
for College



Common App

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jjD6HFg_aFI


Common App

General Application used by several colleges – (List of colleges)

Not all colleges accept Common App, but over 900 do!

It is very important that all info is accurate – refer to your 
transcript!

Choose “1st Year College Student” even if you’ve taken college 
courses!

https://www.niche.com/colleges/search/colleges-that-accept-the-common-app/


Common App



Coalition for College

The Coalition for College Application is very similar to the Common App. However, Coalition has 
specific criteria for which colleges can participate. This includes:

● Schools must offer “affordable tuition along with need-based financial aid for in-state residents” 
or be private colleges and universities that provide “sufficient financial aid to meet the full, 
demonstrated financial need of every domestic student they admit.” 

● Coalition schools also must graduate at least 70 percent of their students within six years. 
● Many are exclusive private colleges and universities.

Overall, the majority of students will find that they do not need to use the Coalition application. 
However, a select number of colleges only accept it. It is recommended to delay creating an account 
and working on this application until students are completely sure they cannot apply to a school 
another way.

Coalition also does not work directly with Naviance, so the application overall can be more time 
consuming for students.



Financial Forms



FAFSA: Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

The FAFSA is released on October 1, 2020 for families. Please wait until 
October 1 to complete this important form.
This form is critical for any students who are eligible for student aid. It will 
require you to have access to tax information for the previous tax year. All 
federal aid is based on this application.
The FAFSA can be completed online, or you may receive a paper application 
and submit it by mail. The FAFSA is available in Spanish and English.
We will host a FAFSA information night in early October. Please keep your 
eyes open for this event!
The CFNC (College Foundation of North Carolina) also provides assistance 
with the FAFSA. Please check them out at www.cfnc.org.



Residency Determination Service
(RDS)

Students will visit www.ncresidency.org to complete the RDS 
form. This is a VERY important part of the college application 
process, as it is used to determine in-state residency for colleges. 
If you need assistance with this form, your counselor can help you 
navigate it. 

http://www.ncresidency.org


CFNC: College Foundation of North 
Carolina

CFNC is an amazing resource for students across North 
Carolina. There, you can find information about applying 
to college, paying for college, and more. 
www.cfnc.org

Each year, during the month of October, CFNC hosts “NC 
Countdown to College” where they encourage all seniors to 
complete their residency form, the FAFSA, and their 
applications. Read more here.

http://www.cfnc.org
https://www.cfnc.org/apply-to-college/nc-countdown-to-college/#:~:text=NC%20Countdown%20to%20College,-North%20Carolina's%20annual&text=College%20Application%20Week%20will%20take,universities%20waive%20their%20application%20fees.


Free College Week

Each year, many colleges across the state participate in “College 
Free Week.” This is hosted by UNC schools and CFNC.org. One 
week in October, they will waive their application fees. This can 
result in hundreds of dollars in savings for families! Not all 
colleges participate, and the list will vary from year to year, but 
stay tuned to hear more about this from your counselor!
**College Application Week will take place October 19 – 23rd, 2020. 
During this week, volunteers at hundreds of NC high schools help 
students submit online applications for admission and many NC 
colleges and universities waive their application fees.



Q & A


